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stamentu. Ta droga zbawienia jest nowing, ktérg czytali reformowani chrzedcijanie
w ksiegach Biblii, zgodnie z ich zasada solaz Scriptura.

Wedsujemy ku byciu czlowickiem doskonalym, zjednoczonym z Bogiem. Na
naszej drodze Bdg przemawia do nas w przypowiesciach, w alegoriach, Nie roz-
mawiamy 7 Bogiem ,.twarza w twarz, jak si¢ rozmawia z przyjacielem” (Wj 33,11).
Alegoric przypominajg zwierciadlo, o ktérym wspomina $w. Pawel: ,, Teraz widzimy
jakby w zwierciadle, niejasno; wredy zas ujrzymy twarza w twarz” (1 Kor 13,12).

Joun BUNYAN's PILGRIM’S PROGRESS
AS THE ALLEGORY OF CHRISTIAN LIFE

SUMMARY

In the following article I will discuss the interweaving of John Bunyan’s biography
with the contents of his most famous book, Pilgrims Progress (1678}. For more than
three centuries it has been one of the most popular books, read by members of Prot-
estant churches all over the world. The book has been translated many times, not
only into European languages. Pilgrim’s Progress is one of the most remarkable ex-
amples of Puritan spiritual literature, and a masterpiece of 17%-century English pas-
toral-religious writing, Unfortunately it is not well known amongst Polish. readers.

John Bunyan {1628--1688) was born in Elstow near Bedford, and died in London.
In 1645, asa youngand uneducated man, hejoined the Parliamentarian Army, Three
years later he left the army and married a pious woman. Subsequently he joined an
independent religious community called the “Free Church” and became a preacher
in Bedford. In 1661, as an independent preacher, he was sentenced and imprisoned
forviolations of the Conventicle Act. During his imprisonment he wrote his spiritual
autobiography, Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners, and Pilgrim’s Progress, He
was released from prison in 1672, after King Charles’ Declaration of Indulgence.

In Pilgrim'’s Progress Bunyan described an allegorical journey on the part of a man
called Christian {Mankind) from the City of Destruction (this world) to the Celes-
tial City (Heaven). Christian is oppressed by two great burdens: knowledge of his
own sinfulness, and the conviction that this will in turn cause him to descend into
Hell. In this terrible situation he meets the Evangelist, who puts him on the path
to the Celestial City. After receiving some bricf theological instruction, Christian
takes the decision to walk out to the Celestial City - secking Redemption. On the
way he meets different personified characters (Discretion, Prudence, the Interpreter,
etc.) and enters into religious dialogue with them, Yet every time he clearly keeps
his own goal in mind: to reach the Celestial City. In the year 1684, Bunyan went on
to publish the second part of the same story, about the pilgrimage undertaken by
Christian’s wife and four sons.
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